Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 02006 272021Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 FRB-01 
INR-10 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 
SP-02 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 AGRE-00 PA-02 /074W 

006695 272026Z/45 

R 27181 1Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6278 

UNCLAS PANAMA 2006 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, PN 

SUBJECT: PANAMA’S 1977 BANANA PRODUCTION 

REF: PANAMA 6364 OF 9/2/77 

1 . REPORTS IN THE LOCAL PRESS INDICATE THAT, DESPITE A 
DEVASTATING AUGUST STORM WHICH DESTROYED 25-35 

PER CENT OF THE PLANTING, THE 1977 BANANA CROP WILL BE ABOUT 
THE SAME AS IN 1976. A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID THAT A 
PRODUCTION APPROACHING THE RECORD LEVELS OF 1971-2 WOULD 
HAVE BEEN ATAINED WERE IT NOT FOR THE STORM DAMAGE. 

2. IT WAS ALSO REPORTED THAT THE MARKET SHARE OF THE 
GOVERNMENT-OWNED COMPANIES AND THE INDEPENDENT PRODUCERS 
INCREASED IN 1977 TO 7.6 PER CENT AND A17.3 PER CENT, RES- 
PECTIVELY. UNITED BRANDS SHARE OF THE MARKET HAS DECREASED 
FROM 81.5 PER CENT IN 1975 TO 75.1 PER CENT IN 1977. 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
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Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 
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ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780322/aaaaaskf.tel 
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Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
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Retention: 0 
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Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
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